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Abstract

The interaction between text and reader and the concept of the "spots of Indeterminacies
"are among the essential topics in Wolfgang Iser's theory of "Aesthetics Responsive ".
This theory seeks to pay attention to the reader's role in the reading process and
formulate concepts that lead to increased interaction between the text and the reader.
This study believes that the concepts proposed by Iser provide functional mechanisms
for research in the text of the Qur'an and interpretive texts from a new perspective.
Therefore, in the present study, we tried to study essential indeterminate spaces in Surah
Al-Rahman and investigate how Angelika Neuwirth interacted with these spaces of
Surah. The focus on Neuwirth in this study stems from her interpretive approach to the
study of the Qur'an and her emphasis on considering Qur'anic chapters as literary
pieces. The purpose of this study is to achieve a new approach to research in the textual
structure of the Qur'an as well as interpretive texts and determine an indicator to
identify the near and far interpretations of this precious text by using descriptive and
analytical methods. In this regard, it was observed that Neuwirth, in her interpretive
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reading of this Surah, tries to fill in the blanks by using the topics discussed in the
previous religious books and the results of her analysis of the poems of the pre-Islamic

period.

Keywords: Surah Al-Rahman, The spots of Indeterminacies, interaction between text

and reader, Angelica Neuwirth.

Introduction

The purpose of this study is to achieve a new approach to research in the textual
structure of the Qur'an and interpretive texts and determine an indicator to identify the
near and far interpretations of this precious text and find out how Angelica Neuwirth
dealt with the "spots of Indeterminacies” in Surat Al-Rahman. To answer this question,
we rely on Roman Ingarden's (1970-1893) phenomenological philosophy, as well as
Wolfgang Iser's (1926-2007) aesthetic response theory, which attempted to delve into
the fundamental dilemma of the search for the interaction between the text and the
reader. The significance of this study arises from becoming familiar with contemporary
theories that raise new issues about the Qur'anic text and exegetical texts that lead to the
completeness of our understanding of the Qur'an and for the interpretive recipients of
this text.

The reason for this study's focus on Neuwirth is that she uses the surah as a basic
unit rather than a phrase, verse, or syllable while studying the Qur'an. And she feels that
the surah was intended to be a unit of informing and receiving from the start, thus the
verse should not be stated without considering its context. A serious literary study of the
Qur'an, she believes, requires a concentration on the surah as a whole. In her studies,
Neuwirth emphasized receiving the Qur'anic surahs as a literary unit, and she believes
that the surahs must be understood as the intended literary units.

Materials & Methods

The interaction between text and the reader and the concept of the "spots of
Indeterminacies "are among the essential topics in Wolfgang Iser's theory of "Aesthetics
Response ". This theory seeks to pay attention to the reader's role in the reading process
and formulate concepts that lead to increased interaction between the text and the
reader.

Wolfgang Iser concentrates his research on literary works and explains what causes

the text and the reader's interaction. According to Iser, the structure of a literary text is
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full of empty spots, and these spots, as well as the blanks and gaps, are the most crucial
component of the distinction between a literary and non-literary text.

These spots in the text create the "spots of Indeterminacies ", allowing the reader to
participate. These spots, according to Iser, provide a foundation for communication and
a motivator for interaction. Communication begins when the reader fills in the blanks.
As a result, as Iser puts it, the reader's purpose in his interaction with the text should be
to fill in the empty spots. This process is subject to a wide range of variables: personal
experiences, moods, and a variety of other things may all have an impact on how the
reader completes it.

Iser believes that the reader's reaction to the text reflects his mood. The reader is
pushed to divulge aspects of himself in this process, and these ambiguous spots prompt
the recipient to use his brain and mind to solve mysteries; nevertheless, unless the
recipient or reader is experienced and creative, achieving this level may not be possible.
So this study believes that the concepts proposed by Iser provide functional mechanisms

for research in the text of the Qur'an and interpretive texts from a new perspective.

Discussion & Result

In the present study, we tried to study essential Spots of indeterminacies in Surah "Al-
Rahman" and investigate how Angelika Neuwirth interacted with these spots of Surah.
In one of her papers, titled "Paradise as a Qur'anic Discourse," she devotes an in-depth
examination of this surah (2017). She performs interpretation in this article, which is
based on the interpretation of the phenomena of "paradise" in a few Qur'anic surahs,
particularly Surat al-Rahman.

As mentioned earlier, from Iser's point of view, interactivity occurs when the reader
fills in the blanks in the text. Two concerns arise in this context: the level of the reader's
freedom to fill in the blanks and the ability to discriminate between concretizations near
and far from the text. The idea of consistency must be followed when it comes to the
reader's freedom. The reader's concretizations must be made within the context of the
text's coherence and general structure.

To establish which concretizations are near to the text, we found that those
recovered from the surah's context are closer to it than other concretizations, and those
inferred from the context of other surahs are closer to it than those retrieved from other

preceding texts.
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Conclusion

When it comes to Neuwirth's concretizations when analyzing the exegesis of Surat al-
Rahman, the fundamental flaw in her interpretation is that she tries to fill in the gaps
with material from previous religious texts and, on top of that, she employs the results
of her pre-Islamic poem analyses. Using pre-Islamic poetry to concretize the objects is
not an issue but Neuwirth's eclectic approach exacerbates the situation; She uses pre-
Islamic poetry to concertize the surah at points, but she also rejects pre-Islamic poetry
and uses a different concretization at other times. All of these concretizations serve
Neuwirth's goal of providing a cultural translation of the Qur'an that meets the needs of

today's reader and recipient.
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