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Abstract

The city is an open area whose repeating linguistic characteristics contribute to creating
meaning and expanding contemporary poetic images. With its diverse functions, the city
displays a true image of man’s life and identity, generally defines the human self, and
characterizes its link with the internal and external challenges of the motherland. Samih Al-
Ghasem attached great significance to the cities of Al-Ghuds and Haifa and believed the
two cities had a specific linguistic position because the two, in his poetry, embrace various
images and perspectives which describe the reality trend of life, as being occupied by the
Zionists, and show the poet’s emotional equilibrium with the sensitive events that unfold
inside their borders, thereby forming a spirit of resistance and national concerns towards
them. The research has selected two occupied cities of Haifa and Al-Ghuds from among
various cities that Samih Al-Ghasem has intended in his poetry. The research also uses a
descriptive-analytical approach to compare the most important cognitive concepts those
two cities have in common. Thus, a summary of research results suggests that the
comparison of the two cities in the poetry of Samih Al-Ghasem reveals specific and general
features. The general features indicate common cognitive relations between the two cities
that can be divided into three subjects of addressing tragic scenes of children, displaying
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concerns for originality and identity, and the crisis of negligence and indifference to current
developments. However, its specific features include the partial realist description of scenes
of destruction of Al-Ghuds and displacement of its residents, in addition to optimistic and
pessimistic perspectives of the current status; meantime, as for Haifa, the poet mostly looks
to the Israeli’s hostile measures, describing them with the ugliest attributes.

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method to answer the following three questions:

- What is the position of Al-Ghuds and Haifa in the poetry of Samih Al-Ghasem in

terms of the way words effectively contribute to diverse themes?

- Given the examples, how would Samih Al-Ghasem describe the cognitive

dimensions of Al-Ghuds and Haifa? and

- How are the two cities' most notable and common conceptual contexts described by

Samih Al-Ghasem from a functional perspective?

The frequency with which these two cities' names appear in Samih al Qasim's poetry
collections demonstrates the term Quds's clear advantage over Haifa. The term "Haifa"
appears frequently in Samih Al-Qasim's poetry when referring to personal, societal, and
historical issues, particularly when exploring sustainable themes and concepts. With the
exception of Jerusalem, where the poet's perspective is primarily focused on personal
concerns, the image of the towns of Quds and Haifa in his poem is presented to tragic
events with a realistic effect together with lyrical descriptions. In other words, while much
of the poet's emphasis on the city of Haifa is centered on illuminating the circumstances
that precipitated the crisis and pinpointing the causes of its emergence, he considers the
effects of the occupation of this city and its influence on the lives of its innocent citizens.
This research has achieved three common thematic frameworks, which can be divided into
the issue of children's tragedy, the concern of authenticity and identity, and the crisis of
guilt and indifference to their internal events.

After examining the most significant semantic functions of the cities of Quds and Haifa
in the poetry of Samih al-Qasim. Due to their connection to the tragic theme of children
who experienced the most harm from their devastation and occupation, the cities of Quds
and Haifa have clear significance in Samih al Qasim's poetry. By concentrating on the
images of their carnage and killing in the streets, the poet delves deeply into the events
while discussing the problem of the Quds children. On the contrary, the human side of
Haifa City's children is revealed through depicting their young fantasies about being free
from anarchy and disorder and their imagined conflict with the Zionist state in the shape of
kid-friendly activities.

By ascribing legitimacy to one while denying it to the other, the poet occasionally
connects the crises in Quds and Haifa to historical problems with the dilemma of
authenticity and identity. The poet views Quds as an original city with long-standing
distinctive and attractive traits; although its outward look has altered, its core has not. The



poet addresses this city directly to explain the depth of his affinity and belonging to it in
order to demonstrate this issue. On the other side, Haifa is depicted in Samih al-Qasim's
poetry as a false and unreal city that does not appear to have always been a part of the
Palestinian state and its inhabitants. By addressing the occupation of this city, the poet
assigns it many unfavorable characteristics and emphasizes the Zionist regime's responsibility
for eradicating its unique identity and putting the process of judaization into place.

Keywords: Palestine’s poetry of resistance, Samih Al-Ghasem, Al-Ghuds, Haifa,

Comparison.
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