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Embraces the four Levels of the vocabulary

“Al shakk” and “Al hasab”
in conveying the Quranic Weltansichten
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Abstract

The issue of language and its impact on the collective mind and on shaping the world
vision is an issue that has drawn the attention of linguists. They argue that the mechanisms
of language can shape the viewpoint of its owner and determine the features of the cultural
identity of any society. Vocabulary and the extent to which its levels fit (lexical, contextual,
morphological and phonetic levels) have a prominent role in the linguistic system and in
revealing the spirit of language owners.

The word study system is divided into four levels: 1- the lexical level 2- the contextual
level 3- the morphological level 4- the phonetic level. The lexical level is the detection of
the primary significance of the word or what is related to its lexical meaning, the contextual
level is the detection of a figurative or secondary significance of it depending on its
context, the morphological level is the study of the internal structure of the word or its
internal structure, and the phonetic level is the detection of the significance of the sounds of
the word. These levels are in an intertwined and cohesive relationship with each other. It is

not enough to study one of the levels and dispense with the other levels.
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The Vocabulary “Al shakk” and “Al hasab” in the linguistic system of the Qur’an
belongs to the field of knowledge and denotes a concept that ranges between hesitation and
certainty, or a knowledge that puts a person in an intellectual conflict between accepting or
rejecting something, or a position in which a person is ambiguous. Whatever the case, the
extent of semantic similarity or semantic difference between these two words and the world
vision that emanates from them requires studying within the four levels. As for the main
goals that we aspire to reach, they are to present the new reading of the two words “al shakk”
and “Al hasab” in the Qur’an and then reveal the semantic relationship between them.

This research aims to obtain a new reading of the Vocabulary "Al shakk" and "Al
hasab" in the Holy Qur'an. These two Vocabulary belong to the field of knowledge, where
the denotation of a kind of concept of knowledge made them in one semantic field; Despite
this semantic participation, it is not possible to deny this issue that each of them has an
imprint in the system of the Noble Qur’an, and their study in analogy with each other may
reveal the semantic differences and the world view that arise from them.

Starting from how the levels of vocabulary fit in conveying a global vision to the
addressee, we wanted to treat the Holy Qur’an’s vision of the world from the perspective of
the words “Alshakk” and “Al hasab”, and to match its levels by relying on the descriptive-
analytical approach. We concluded that the four levels of the two words are in harmony and
embrace with each other in conveying the global vision of the Holy Qur’an to the addressee.

It seems that the semantic relationship between the two vocabulary is of a type of
antagonism, where the four levels of the vocabulary of “Alshakk” correspond to the
concepts of intellectual stagnation, mental lethargy, and authoritarianism, and the four
levels of the vocabulary of account correspond to the concepts of intellectual
transformation, renewal, and mental and intellectual fertility.

The word “Alshakk” at the lexical level denotes stabbing and violating with a weapon,
but the linguistic system of the Qur’an at the contextual level creates semantic
proportionality in the relationship between the first connotation (stabbing and breaching
with weapons) and the second connotation (what confuses a person). This indication was
able to implant a modern global vision, which is that the presence of doubt in the human
being leads to the stopping of the flow of his life and his standing in the fixed place, the
loss of the categorical and the movement, and the robbery of efforts from him to reach the
stage of certainty, as it causes the person to be unable to change his opinions, as if
uncertainty has turned into an attribute for him. It is subjective and ends with the existence
of differences between people and confusion over them, as they are unable to distinguish
the correct from the incorrect, and it also leads to ignorance and negligence in the human
being. As for the morphological level, we do not see the presence of “Alshakk” except in
the structure of the noun, where it has no derivation, and it is considered a static noun
whose derivation is frozen. As for the phonetic level, we see the agreement of some
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linguists that the letter shin reflects the connotation of stagnation and outbreaks, and the
letter kaf reflects the connotation of friction.

Whatever the case, the semantic models: stability, stability, immobility/destruction and
destruction/pressure and hardship/stubbornness and difference are the common elements
between the first and second significance of the vocabulary of “Alshakk”. The first
indication of arithmetic is counting and census, which is the same indication in the Holy
Qur’an and has continued to the present day. The study of the four levels of the vocabulary
of “Al hasab” showed that it corresponds to the concepts of accuracy, science, supervision,
problem solving, answering the question, discernment, contemplation, testing, and a call to

investigation and discovery.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Alshakk, Al hasab, Weltansichten, Vocabulary levels.
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