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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to provide a new explanation for the meaning of “torment” and
“reward” in Surah Al-Baqarah, according to Izutsu’s “semantic domain” based on
determining the key and focal words, and “discourse processes” based on tension relations.
Semantic domain means a set of semantic relations in the frame and mental structure of
concepts. Each language system has its own set of words. Each keyword, along with others,
forms a complex network of words, which in semantics is called the “semantic domain”. In
Quranic studies, each semantic field in concurrent studies consists of a “focal word” and
several “keywords” that together with the sub-words form a complex network of words. This
network’s words are closely related to the focal word. The focal word is a special word that
plays the central role in the semantic field. The imaginary domain is formed around it. Along
with focal words, there are words as keywords that explain the semantic category, and like
cluster seeds around the focal word, these keywords contain synonyms, antonyms, and
instances of that word. In this article, the focal word “torment” is introduced in the semantic
field of punishment, and “reward” in remuneration. These two words are as prototypes around
which keywords are formed. We show, in a descriptive-analytical way, how transcendental
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categories of punishment and reward provide the basis for changing life and cause misery and
happiness. By studying the semantic domains and tension systems patterns in Surah Al-
Bagqarah, it is proved that there is a close relationship between Izutsu’s categorization and the
tension system. Studying the focal words showed that these words are not just terms, rather
they are selected in the coding form and presented as two linguistic categories. In addition to
the first level, which is the descriptive level, words have a second level called meta-language,
which makes the meaning of these words well imprinted in mind and conveys the exact
meaning. These are codes to recognize guidance from misguidance, given by God to humans.
The results showed that the focal word in the discussion of remuneration in Surah Al-Bagarah
is the word “reward”. The significant point about this word is that it is mentioned along with
words which indicate the specificity of the reward from God and the absence of fear, sorrow
and grief among the believers. The focal word in the discussion of punishment is the word
“torment”, which has a nominal form with attributes such as great, heavy, severe and more
severe in all cases. The common point of these compounds is the severity, magnitude,
strictness and pain of the torment, which fluctuate from low to high. So these focal words —
torment and reward — can be seen in tension axis of increasing and convergent type. The
results indicate the dynamics of discourse, the action is “good” and “bad”, in action system
the believer leaves the negative state to the positive for divine reward, and it’s conversely for
the infidels. In tension system, a value is formed for believers based on sensory and emotional
perception and relationship between worldliness and moving towards the divine string, and
the infidel suffers punishment due to the eclecticism between apostasy and worldliness.
Imaginary pattern for both groups is convergent and heterogeneous stress. There is an
ascending pattern of tension in verses 1-3, but descending in others.

Keywords: Semantic Domain, Torment, Reward, Semantic Sign Based on Tension Pattern,
Surah Al-Baqarah.
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