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Ilustration of Children in the Poetry of Resistance:

A Case Study of Sulafa Al-Hijjawi’s Poetry

Ati Abyat’

Abstract

Childhood represents a very crucial and at the same time sensitive element a writer or a
poet employs in accordance with his/ her humanistic vision and creative projections.
Accordingly, the childhood image (innocence and purity) covers most of the poems of
the Palestinian revolutionary poet Sulafa al-Hijjawi in her collection of poems called “4
Dream of Children Poetry” and other poetic works in which this conscientious aspect is
reflected. This study, adopting a descriptive-analytical method, dealt with the effects of
using childish images in the poetry of this poet; sad images which have been inspired by
the reality of the life of Palestinian children and the nature of that land, with the aim of
showing the violated rights of Palestinian children by the occupying Zionist regime and
rescuing them from the hell of their sufferings at home. The results show that the poet’s
symbolic and non-symbolic poems about children are full of genuine human values,
moral principles, knowledge and creativity. Childhood and its images in the shadow of
the Zionist occupation, deprivation and hunger are depicted between hope and pain, love
and hate, freedom and imprisonment, construction and destruction, and school and
detention center. They signify the trampling of human values and the terrible silence of
the human society. This is while, in spite of all the tragedies that the occupying Zionist
regime has created in destroying children and their dreams, Hijjawi’s poetry is always a
message of love and peaceful coexistence.

Keywords: Children’s Poetry, Childhood Image, Palestinian Resistance Poetry, Sulafa
Al-Hijjawi.
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