Horizons of Islamic Civilization, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 23, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 203-228
DOI: 10.30465/AFG.2020.5230

A Sociological Analysis of the Qatari Author Amina al-
Emadi’s Collection of Stories “Before Sunset” based on
Lucian Goldman’s Theory

Naeem Amouri

Abstract

Sociological studies explore various issues in literary works and when the literary work is a
collection of stories by an author, the social connection of the stories is liable for organizing
such research. The Qatari author Amina al-Emadi in her collection of stories “Before
Sunset” addresses a sacred element in human life, which is the family. In this work, she has
addressed the sociological and psychological issues of family and selected the titles of her
eight stories in this collection with a semiotic-sociological perspective. In fact, she
deliberately chooses such titles to create a narrative persuasion in the series. This study,
using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to explain the author’s point of view and
examine the social classes of this story collection both in terms of reality and in terms of
the cultural context of the society of this series. Among the results of this study is the
finding that the author has established a social semio-semantic relationship between the
title and the theme of the story on the one hand, and a relationship of linguistic units on the
other hand. Based on Goldman’s view, this collection of stories emphasizes the family, the
woman and the oppressed woman and it highlights the bitter reality of imbalance in
familial and marital life. In this collection, the author deals with issues such as loyalty,
poverty, suicide, negligence and some social issues with a moderate view.
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