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Abstract

The Holy Quran is a rich repository of lexical and rhetorical subtleties, many of which
are manifested through the apparent and latent meanings of its words. One such
linguistic phenomenon is that of homographic triples (al-kalimat al-muthallatha),
which has garnered significant attention from linguists. This research endeavors to
examine these homographic triples within the Quranic text defined as words sharing
an identical orthography but differing in their diacritical marks (vowelization). The
present study seeks to elucidate the role of this phenomenon in apprehending both the
explicit and implicit meanings of the verses. By explicating the role of the Quranic
context (siyaq) and analyzing the foundational nuances of each type of triple, this
research aims to contribute, however modestly, to a more profound and precise
understanding of the Quranic lexicon. Furthermore, it strives to lay groundwork for
subsequent research in the fields of Quranic sciences and linguistics. The methodology

employed in this paper is descriptive-analytical and inductive. Relying on primary
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sources such as "Al-Durar al-Muththathah" by Majd al-Din al-Firuzabadi, "Ikmal al-
I'lam" by Ibn Malik, and "Al-Muthallath" by al-Batalyosi, the homographic triples in
the Quran have been collected, classified, and analyzed. The findings showed that the
words of the Quranic triangle are of two types: synonymous words, in which the
change of vowel affects the rhetorical or dialectal aspect without changing the original
meaning of the word, and this dialectal change enriches the text without changing the
meaning (such as "enemy" and "difference"). The second type, such as "bar", "jannat"
and "habb", are polysemantic words in which different movements lead to a

fundamental semantic change.

Keywords: Linguistic triangles, the Holy Quran, Al-Fyruzabadi, Ibn Malik, Al-Batlyusi.

Introduction

Triangle words reflect the richness of the Arabic language in derivation and meaning
and are considered among the rhetorical devices in the Holy Quran, and are used to
unify or differentiate meanings based on the text. The study of this phenomenon is all
the more important as it relates to the text of the Quran, because the Holy Quran, as the
pinnacle of Arabic rhetoric, contains triangular words whose varied vowel signs
sometimes directly affect the interpretation of the meaning, or at other times, show a
kind of acceptable dialectal diversity in the readings. The Holy Quran, as the highest
text, is the pinnacle of linguistic and rhetorical creativity. And each of its words has a
semantic depth and eloquence that requires extraordinary precision on the part of the
interpreter and researcher to understand and analyze. Scientific efforts have not been
limited to the lexical analysis of these words, but have expanded to a precise
classification that distinguishes between words whose meaning remains the same

despite their three different vowel signs, and words whose meanings are different.

Materials & methods

This study relies on a descriptive-analytical approach based on systematic inductive
analysis of the Quranic text, in which triangle words are collected through a careful
study of the verses and then, relying on reliable ancient sources, are classified into
two main categories based on agreement or disagreement of meaning. In the study of
words with similar meanings, the book "Al-Durr Al-Mubtathah" by Firuzabadi was
used, while in the analysis of words with different meanings, "Akamal Al-Imam" by
Ibn Malik and "Al-Muthalath" by Batluysi were referred to. This was done by

focusing on the Quranic context through the study of the verses in which these
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words appear, in order to understand the role of context in determining the external

and internal meaning of the words.

Discussion & Result

This article examines the triangle words in the Holy Quran with two main
approaches: The first approach deals with triangle words that have the same
meaning and show a wide linguistic and dialectal range without a significant impact
on the contextual meaning. This approach relies mainly on the book “Al-Durr al-
Mubahthathah fi al-Ghurar al-Muthallah” by Majd Firuzabadi, whose author has
dedicated his work to studying and collecting these words and has distinguished
himself by his thorough study of this type of words. The second approach focuses on
triangle words with different meanings (homophones), in which a change in vowel
signs transfers the word from one semantic field to another in the text of the Quran.
This approach benefits from the opinions and works of two prominent figures in this
field: Ibn Malik in his book “Akmal al-Ilam bi-Muthallah al-Kalam” who provides a
detailed grammatical and morphological analysis, and Batuliusi in his book “Al-

Muthallah” who completes this picture with his comprehensive lexical analyses.

Conclusion

A comprehensive study of triangle words in the Holy Quran shows that this
linguistic phenomenon is divided into two distinct categories. While they share a
common external structure - a single spelling and a variety of Arabicization - they
are fundamentally different in their semantic impact and rhetorical function. Both
categories are based on established traditions of classical Arabic and the rules laid
down in the works of ternary linguistics such as Ikmal al-Ilam by Ibn Malik, al-
Muthalath al-Batliyysi and al-Gharrar al-Mushammathah, and the established
readings play an important role in establishing the variations in this sacred text.

First category: Triangular words with fixed meaning: In the study of this
category of words, the change in the diacritical marks is merely a linguistic and
dialectal change that does not affect the original meaning. These words retain their
single meaning throughout the Quranic context, and their phonetic differences, the
scope of the work.
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