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Abstract

The novel "A World Without Maps" is a novel that brings together two pioneers of
modern Arabic literature, Abdul Rahman Munif and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. They
combined their experience and talent to create a unique, rich, and integrated
narrative world, replete with political and artistic details that keep it current. This
novel is a semiotic introduction rich in connotations, serving as a sign that
encapsulates the entire narrative world. The title not only describes the imaginary
city of "Amorium"—invented by the authors and not found on the map—but also
refers to the existential and cognitive state of the protagonists. The "world" in the
title symbolizes the narrative space filled with secrets and labyrinths, while the
phrase "without maps" refers to the absence of evidence and certainty, reflecting the
confusion and loss of the main characters. The protagonist, Alaa El Din Naguib,
delivers "hot, disturbed, and contradictory” confessions about the murder of Najwa
Al Amri, causing him to wander in a maze of doubt and suspicion with no moral or
psychological guide. This also indicates the novel's rebellion against traditional
narrative traditions. It is a collaborative effort that creates a new fictional world that

is not subject to familiar literary maps, making it a metaphor for issues of freedom,
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identity, and complex human relationships in a changing world. Thus, the title goes
beyond being a mere means of introducing the novel to become an interpretive
window that opens up horizons of philosophical questions about truth, knowledge,
and human existence in a world devoid of evidence and certainty. From this
standpoint, we pose the main question: What connotations do titles carry in novels?
To answer this question, we adopted the descriptive-analytical approach. This is due
to the nature of the topic we studied. The results indicate that the novel's titles stand
out as particularly distinctive creations. We also conclude that the semiotics of the
title among the novelists are not arbitrary, but intentional. Although the title is a
textual threshold classified as an external element, the authors have been creative in

their attention to and selection of novel titles relevant to the text's content.

Keywords: Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, Abdel Rahman Munif, A World Without Maps,

Semiotics of the Title.

Introduction

Titles in literary works constitute essential textual thresholds and symbolic entry
points that precede the main text but are inseparable from it. Semiotics, as a critical
method concerned with the study of signs and meanings, finds in the title a fertile
field for study and analysis. The title is not merely a means of identification or
distinction, but rather a major signifier that carries within it a complex network of
connotations and meanings. The semiotics of the title is concerned with studying the
title as an integrated semiotic system, composed of: the signifier (words and material
linguistic components); the signified (the meanings and connotations evoked by
these words); the referent (the external world to which the title refers); and the
essential functions of the title. The title serves as an identity card for the text,
distinguishing it from other texts and forming a focal point in the reader's memory.
It also acts as a textual hook that attracts the reader, arouses their curiosity, and
motivates them to enter the world of the text. The title frames the reader's
expectations and guides the interpretive process through the signs and connotations
it offers. It possesses the power to condense the textual world into a few words,
becoming a concentrated semantic vessel that carries within it the semantic potential
of the entire text. It forms a dialogue with the text, where its meanings intertwine
with those of the internal text in a reciprocal relationship that enriches the
interpretive process. Often, the title relies on subverting familiar expectations

through deviation from the norm, creating semantic paradoxes that enrich the
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reading experience. It is also the first window through which the reader glimpses the
text, forming initial impressions and expectations accordingly. It becomes an
interpretive guide that accompanies the reader on their textual journey, revealing
new layers of meaning. It becomes a semantic memory that encapsulates the entire
reading experience and preserves the semantic essence of the text. Ultimately, the
title represents a miniature textual world, a concentrated semantic universe that, in
its few words, embodies the vision and dimensions of the text. The importance of
the semiotic study of titles lies in its ability to reveal the deep mechanisms that
govern the functioning of the literary text, and to open the door to deeper and richer
readings for understanding the literary phenomenon in its cultural, aesthetic, and

semantic dimensions.

Materials & methods

In this article, we adopted the descriptive-analytical method. This is due to the nature
of the subject we studied. The results indicate that the novel's titles were able to stand
out as a particularly distinctive form of creativity. We also conclude that the semiotics
of the title for novelists are not arbitrary but intentional. Although the title is a textual
threshold classified as an external element of the text, the authors excelled in their

attention to and selection of a novel title related to the content of the text.

Discussion & Result

Titles in literary works represent a fundamental textual threshold. They are not
merely an identifier of the work but a major semantic sign that encapsulates the
world of the novel and opens the doors to its interpretation. Modern Arab critics
have discussed semiotics in numerous contexts, all agreeing that it refers to the
"sign." Salah Fadl defines it as "the science that studies symbolic systems in all
signifying signs and how these signs signify." Fadl thus stipulates that semiotics
must be linked to meaning and seek to study and investigate signs and their
symbolic systems. Meanwhile, Said Alloush defines it as "the study of all aspects of
culture as if they were systems of signs, based on the assumption that cultural
aspects are general systems in reality." Alloush here Semiotics is linked to culture
and its manifestations, considering it a sign that describes reality. Said Benkrad,
however, believes that "the main subject of semiotics is the process leading to the
production of meaning, or what the semiotician calls semiosis." Here, Benkrad is

discussing the relationship between semiotics and meaning, arguing that the
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formation and production of meaning occur through the subject of semiotics.
Finally, we conclude that the term "semiotics," like other terms, has received
widespread attention and generated conflicting opinions. Moreover, its
comprehensive and broad scope requires sufficient knowledge from the critic or
researcher. Background of this term.

Semiotics, as a broad methodology, makes us: “live in a world of signs, and we
cannot understand anything except through the signs and codes that organize them.
When studying semiotics, we realize that studying these signs and codes is usually
transparent and conceals the fact that we are reading them. Because we live in a
world where visible signs are increasing, we need to realize that even the most
realistic signs are not as they seem. It should be noted that semiotics in the field of
literary criticism has taken several directions, and this was a result of its
development and the diversification of research within it.” These trends, categorized
according to their areas of interest, include: semiotics of communication, semiotics

of meaning, semiotics of culture, and semiotics of narrative.

Conclusion

The title of the novel "A World Without Maps" represents a semiotic threshold rich
in connotations. It embodies the unique fictional world created by Abdul Rahman
Munif and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, with its political and artistic interplays and profound
existential and epistemological imagery. The title not only describes the imagined
city in the novel but also symbolizes the loss of certainty and the disorientation
experienced by the characters. Furthermore, it reflects the work's rebellion against
classical narrative traditions, creating a new imaginary world that serves as a
metaphor for freedom, identity, and the complexity of human relationships in a
changing world. Through the character of "Alaa El-Din Najib" and the other
characters, the disorientation of modern man and his struggle with truth are
highlighted. The absence of a map transforms into an absence of evidence and
certainty, and the novel becomes a window into philosophical reflections on
knowledge, existence, and the intersection of the political, artistic, and ideological
spheres in the life of modern man. It showed The analysis revealed that the authors'
choice of titles for their novels was not arbitrary, but rather intentional, serving the
text and expressing it deeply. Furthermore, the semiotic approach unlocks new
possibilities in understanding the title as a threshold... A semantic key that

illuminates the narrative fabric and poses new questions to the reader about the
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concepts of truth, belonging, and the ongoing search for salvation amidst the
labyrinth of the modern age.

Recommendations: The study recommends employing semiotic approaches in
analyzing the titles of modern Arabic novels to provide a deeper understanding of
the title's connection to the text and to shed light on new possibilities in critical
reading. It also emphasizes the need to review and develop the methodological
boundaries of this approach to encompass multiple textual elements within the

literary work itself.
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