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Abstract

From the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) there have been many narrations in the explanation
and interpretation of the Holy Qur'an, which in total reach dozens of types. And this
diversity in hadiths has helped to understand the verses of the Qur'an effectively.
And each of the imams (a. s.), despite the differences in time and social and political
conditions, have left behind valuable materials in different types of methods for
interpreting the verses; As if one person is interpreting the Qur'an and expressing its
concepts over time. And in this way, we can point out some differences between
them. Also, in the narrations related to Jari and implementation, in various types of
Jari, there are many commonalities between them and there are also differences that
are mainly due to the currents and political and social conditions of those elders. In
this article, an attempt is made to investigate the commonalities and differences of
the mentioned imams (a. s.) in the field of interpretive narrations with the

descriptive-analytical method.
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Introduction

The Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them), as interpreters of the Holy Quran, played a
crucial role in explaining and reinforcing its teachings. Their sayings have been
referenced by numerous scholars and thinkers throughout history. By examining the
narrations transmitted from these esteemed figures, we see that they employed
various methods, including Quranic interpretation using the Quran itself, Quranic
interpretation using narrations, rational and scientific interpretation, conceptual
interpretation, and so on. Each of these prominent figures benefited from these
methods to some degree, and each method possesses its own specific characteristics.
We also find many narrations that demonstrate the application of the principle of
"application and application" in its various forms. The question that arises in these
matters is: despite the differences in time, circumstances, and the social and political
situations of each of the Imams (peace be upon them), what are the commonalities
or differences among them in discussing the various interpretive methods? This is
what we will explore in this article. In summary, regarding the types of narrations
from the Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them), there has been discussion in books and
articles, along with examples of the different types of narrations from the innocent
(peace be upon them). Various aspects of this topic have been investigated. Of
course, in the form of a study, and to the extent that it expresses all types of
narrations about each of the innocent Imams (peace be upon them), nothing more

can be seen. Below we mention some points:

Materials & Methods

This research utilized a descriptive-analytical method to investigate the interpretive
narrations attributed to the first six Imams (Imam Ali ( a.s) to Imam al-Sadiq ( a.s. ).
The study systematically categorized the narrations into twenty different types of
interpretation, including: Word Interpretation, the Occasion of Revelation,
Jurisprudential  Interpretation, Rational-Scientific  Interpretation, Practical
Interpretation, Metaphorical Interpretation, Interpretation of Ambiguous Verses,
Interpretation of Signals, Interpretation of Events, Quran by Quran Interpretation,
Quran by Narrations Interpretation, Interpretation via Historical Events,
Jari and Tatbiq, Expression of Doctrinal Topics, Clarifying Instances, Expression of

Different Readings, Expression of Inner Meaning, Expression of Rhetorical Points,
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Answering Doubts, and Expression of Educational Points. The methodology

involved cross-referencing these types across the Imams’ narrations.

Discussion & Result

The analysis revealed significant commonalities, such as the presence of Word
Interpretation, Quran by Quran Interpretation, Jari and Tatbiq , and Interpretation via
Historical Events across all six Imams. Key differences were also noted: The
expression of Educational Points was found only in the narrations of Imam al-Bagqir
(‘a.s) and Imam al-Sadiq ( a.s ). Addressing Doctrinal Issues was more prominent in
the narrations of Imam al-Husayn ( a.s ) and Imam al-Baqir ( a.s.). Interpretation of
Ambiguous Verses, Signals, and Event Topics was exclusive to Imam Ali ( a.s ).
Jurisprudential Interpretations were absent in Imam al-Hasan ( a.s. a.s. )'s narrations.
Rhetorical Points appeared only in the interpretations of the fourth and fifth Imams.
The findings suggest that while the Imams operate from a unified source of light,
their specific focus in interpretive types was influenced by the socio-political

currents of their respective eras.

Conclusion

An analytical study of the interpretive methodologies of the infallible Imams (peace
be upon them), from Imam Ali to Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon them), reveals an
important scientific and spiritual truth: the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an by the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) is an integrated system encompassing linguistic,
jurisprudential, intellectual, historical, and social dimensions. The apparent
differences in interpretive approaches stem from the varying temporal and political
circumstances of each Imam, not from fundamental methodological differences. The
results show clear commonalities, such as an emphasis on application, interpreting
the Qur’an with the Qur’an, and adhering to the rational method in specific
instances. Furthermore, each Imam had a distinct or specialized field of
interpretation, tailored to the needs of society and the conditions of the era. The
interpretive narrations also reveal the depth of culture and faith, reflecting the
missionary dimension of the Ahl al-Bayt’s (peace be upon them) interpretation.
From this perspective, it can be said that the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
combined theory and practice, the practical interpretation and revival of the Holy
Qur’an, to present a comprehensive model for human interaction with the divine

text, suitable for all times and places. What has been mentioned represents
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approximately the instances found in the narrations of the Imams (peace be upon
them). In some of these instances, the content was attributed to the six Imams, such
as: explaining the reasons for revelation, interpreting words, interpreting verses of
the Quran, employing analogy and application, and explaining certain topics in
Quranic sciences. In other instances, commonalities were observed among two or
more of these noble figures. For example, in explaining verses of rulings, practical
interpretations were found from Imam Ali (peace be upon him), Imam Hasan (peace
be upon him), and Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him). References to different
readings were also found in the hadiths related to Imam Husayn (peace be upon him)
and Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him). Scientific and empirical interpretations
appeared in the hadiths of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and Imam Sajjad (peace be
upon him). References to historical events and their details were found in the
narrations of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), Imam Hasan (peace be upon him), and
Imam Husayn (peace be upon him). Literary and rhetorical interpretations were of
particular interest to the three Imams Sajjad (peace be upon him), Bagqir (peace be
upon him), and Sadiq (peace be upon him). Some of this content was presented more
extensively in only one of these narrations. For example, some specific Shiite beliefs
(al-Bada’) were mentioned in the narrations of Imam al-Husayn (a.s.), and the
expression of educational points in interpretation is noticeable in the narrations of

Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) and Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.).
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