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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is a possibility that linguistics has provided to
researchers, assuming that various texts, including novels, are a construction of
power relations in society. Meanwhile, Theon van Dijk’s recent theory entitled
mental models of context has provided the basis for explaining how information is
edited in the minds of participants. The present study aims to examine the
application of Ibn Sina’s theory of psychology with regard to van Dijk’s socio-
cognitive approach in the novel what Looks like murder. This study has concluded
that each character in the story symbolizes the Powers of the soul that, in their quest
for perfection and self-knowledge, moves towards the tree of wisdom or active
intellect. In the critical analysis at the semantic level, various strategies such as
titles, polarization, contrast, magnification, quantity and quality of details and
conceptual metaphors have been used. Also, at the applied level, the author has

criticized the intellect, which is a symbol of the leaders of popular movements, and
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at the same time accused the ruling class of monopolizing knowledge and wisdom.
In addition, he has emphasized the necessity of intellect to unite the soul’s powers
and direct them towards wisdom, while at the same time considering it insufficient

for receiving wisdom.

Keywords: Psychology, What Looks like Murder, Avicenna, Teun Van Dijk,
Context Mental Models.

Introduction

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) emerged in the early 1990s and has become one of
the most established and reliable disciplines in the social sciences. It is defined as a
problem-oriented, interdisciplinary research program (Wodak, 2011: 38) rooted in the
views of contemporary philosophers, especially Michel Foucault. Based on differences
in theoretical foundations and analytical tools, different approaches can be identified in
this field of study. The choice of the appropriate method for analyzing a text depends
on the research problem. One of the controversial issues in the humanities, including
literature, philosophy, and psychology, is the issue of the soul and identity of the
human. The novel what Looks like murder, contains many hidden aspects. This story,
which is a product of the semantic memory of Ahmad al-Malwani, in addition to
explaining the philosophical psychology of Ibn Sina, also reveals the management of
the discourse of the soul and identity through power relations. Therefore, its

examination is in line with Van Dijk's socio-cognitive approach.

Materials & methods

Van Dijk's critical theory methodology reveals how the mental components of the
context, including the participants' knowledge, function and describes the impact of
their personal and social knowledge. In other words, this research examines the use
of Ibn Sina’s philosophical psychology as the author’s knowledge in the novel What

Looks like Murder with a Socio-cognitive approach.

Discussion & Result

The novel What Looks like Murder exemplifies the mental model of the discourse of
the soul and identity. In this model, various participants-Badr, Hamza, Ali, Yasmin,
Noah, and Judy-attempt to understand themselves. A philosophical reading of the
interactions of these participants, based on Ibn Sina’s psychology, reveals that each of

these characters symbolizes the faculties of the soul, and that studying their actions
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helps interpret Ibn Sina’s theory. Ali and Yasmin symbolize the animal soul, while
Noah and Judy symbolize the vegetative soul. Similarly, Badr and Hamza both
symbolize the rational soul, encompassing both the practical and theoretical aspects.

The critical analysis of the discourse of the soul in the aforementioned novel
examines two groups: the in-group and the out-group, on both semantic and
functional levels. The in-group group comprises Badr, Hamza, Ali, and Yasmin,
while the out-group includes individuals affiliated with the government .On both of
these levels, the author’s semantic memory plays an active role in constructing the
narrative. On a semantic level, strategies such as titles, polarization, contradiction,
amplification, the quantity and quality of details, and conceptual metaphor were
employed. On a pragmatic level, through speech acts, the author represented how
powers are separated to achieve wisdom and perfection. The writer criticizes reason,
the symbol of the leaders of popular movements, and on the other hand, accuses the
ruling class of monopolizing knowledge and wisdom. Finally, he emphasizes the
necessity of reason to unify soul’s powers and embark on the path to wisdom, while
simultaneously considering reason insufficient for receiving it.

The author used his semantic knowledge in the fields of philosophy and
literature to create the characters of this novel and its central theme: wisdom. The
first intertextuality in the novel appears at the beginning of the story and reminds the
reader of the story of the murder of the father in Dostoevsky’s The Brothers
Karamazov. In addition, the story is linked to George Orwell’s /984 and aims to
explain governmental tyranny. Both novels can be seen as reminders of Hannah
Arendt’s theory of totalitarianism.

Conclusion

A critical analysis of the novel what Looks like murder reveals the content of the
author's mental texture, which criticizes Egyptian society politically and socially.
The idea of equality between humanity and wisdom is addressed through conceptual
metaphors present in the discourse of the soul and identity, such as “human is the

tree” and “wisdom is the tree.”
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