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Abstract

Folk heritage serves as an educational platform through which the customs,
traditions, and values of a society are passed down to future generations. In doing
so, it safeguards the identity of a nation and ensures its continuity across time.
Travel literature often plays a vital role in preserving this heritage, as travelers
document the cultural practices and beliefs of the places they visit. One such traveler
is Abt Hamid al-Gharnati, a notable figure from Andalusia, whose work Tuhfat al-
Albab wa Nukhbat al-I‘jab is distinguished by its wealth of folkloric content drawn
from the diverse regions he explored. The author skillfully employs refined
linguistic tools to convey this heritage to the reader, utilizing the expressive
capacities of language to shape his ideas into vivid and tangible imagery. Language,
in this context, functions as a foundational element of narrative construction—it is
through language that the story is realized. Al-Gharnati’s literary mastery becomes
evident in his use of various linguistic levels—narration, description, and dialogue—
to craft a text that is multi-dimensional and highly engaging for readers. Each of
these levels contributes uniquely to the richness of the narrative: narration enables
the logical and sequential development of events; description immerses the reader in
scene details and evokes the emotions of the characters; while dialogue breathes life
into the narrative by revealing character traits, thoughts, and opinions in a realistic
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manner. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on linguistic
levels as a means of analyzing the folk heritage extracted from the book and
clarifying the functions of each level. The results reveal how Abli Hamid al-
Gharnat1 strategically utilized these linguistic layers to present his ideas and
observations in a clear and impactful style, effectively portraying the cultural
heritage of the “other.” The book contains numerous folkloric elements—such as
places, characters, events, and strange tales—that require descriptive techniques to
convey visual scenes, narrative methods to structure chronological flow, and
dialogic strategies to animate characters and communicate their inner worlds directly
to the reader.

Keywords: Folk heritage, Andalusian travel literature, linguistic levels, Tuhfat al-
Albab wa Nukhbat al-I‘jab, Abt Hamid al-Gharnati.

Introduction

Travel literature offers a broad and insightful perspective on human life and its
evolution by meticulously depicting customs, traditions, and social phenomena. The
author presents his observations in a captivating and vivid narrative style, rendering
the text both enjoyable and accessible. This approach not only entertains but also
facilitates a deeper appreciation and understanding of diverse cultures and their
historical backgrounds.

Abt Hamid al-Gharnatt is regarded as one of the most prominent travelers in
Andalusia during the sixth century AH. He documented his observations along with
various written and oral narratives he encountered in his book Tuhfat al-Albab wa
Nukhbat al-Ijab .The book is divided into four main sections: the first deals with
the description of the world and its inhabitants, both humans and jinn; the second
explores the marvels of different lands and the peculiarities of their architecture; the
third focuses on the seas, their creatures, and the valuable substances derived from
them such as ambergris, petroleum, and fire; and the fourth addresses excavations
and graves, including the bones they contain up until the Day of Resurrection. Al-
Gharnat1 relies heavily on compiling wonders and curiosities to emphasize the
majesty of the Creator. He employs myths and legends to add an element of intrigue
that captivates the reader and encourages them to transcend the ordinary realities of
daily life.

Although the text carries a mythical and fantastical tone, readers find themselves
deeply drawn in, as if encountering an authentic and vivid reality. The book serves

as a mirror reflecting the rich fabric of folk heritage—embracing customs, traditions,
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sciences, literature, and the arts. It encompasses the oral arts, including poetry,
singing, music, beliefs, folktales, legends, games, and various skills, along with their
modes of performance and expressive forms. Language functions as the essential
medium through which this artistic heritage is crafted, unfolding across three levels:
narrative, descriptive, and dialogical. Travel literature stands as a literary form
inseparable from narration and description, fundamentally built upon them. The
narrator skillfully weaves storytelling and suspense to depict real-life events in a
literary style that delights both the intellect and the senses. This unique fusion
breathes life into the texts, amplifying the significance of the travel experience

within the cultural imagination.

Materials & methods

This article aims to study popular heritage by analyzing its three narrative levels and
exploring their diverse functions. The methodology relies on the classification
proposed by Hussein Riyoush Belhasan in his book Popular Heritage and Its
Historical Significance through Examples of Proverbs, Customs, Rituals, and
Popular Chants. The study involves identifying the types of popular heritage present
in Abu Hamid al- Gharnati’s book and analyzing them through linguistic levels that
include description, expository narration, and dialogue.

Discussion & Result

Popular heritage serves as an honest mirror reflecting the identity of societies,
embodying patterns of life, value systems, and everyday expressions transmitted
across generations. As such, it becomes an effective educational tool that preserves
the collective memory of nations. This heritage gains a distinctive literary and
cultural dimension when it is represented through the writings of travelers,
transforming into a means of conveying the image of the “other” and recording
observations in a style that blends description, narration, and dialogue. Within this
context, Abu Hamid al- Gharnatt’s book Tuhfat al-Albab wa Nukhbat al-I‘jab offers
a rich example of the manifestations of popular heritage, where diverse linguistic
elements converge to construct a literary text that reflects the cultural legacy of the
regions he visited. The author employs multiple linguistic tools to craft vivid scenes
of heritage, utilizing various linguistic levels to convey events and depict characters,
time, and place.

The significance of analyzing this text lies in uncovering the mechanisms by

which popular heritage is represented through language, and in illustrating how
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narration, description, and dialogue collectively imbue the text with deep semantic
and cultural layers. This contributes to a better understanding of the “other” while

keeping cultural identity alive within the literary memory.

Conclusion

The author skillfully employs description in its cognitive and realistic capacities to
preserve popular heritage, emphasizing myths, legends, and folk beliefs as culturally
and historically significant elements deserving careful documentation. This
approach is enriched through allusions to Quranic verses and classical Arabic
poetry, alongside precise numerical details when depicting architectural structures,
thereby lending authenticity and vividness to the narrative. Moreover, description
serves both beautifying and vilifying functions to articulate the author’s Islamic
worldview: the graves of the righteous are idealized as sanctuaries of purity and
serenity, whereas the tombs of the wicked are rendered in a distorted manner,
symbolizing their tragic destiny and societal condemnation. This duality extends to
portraying Muslims with qualities of beauty and virtue, in stark contrast to the
denigrated depiction of nonbelievers. Dialogue emerges as a powerful tool of
characterization, with individuals revealing their identities through their own words.
In instances where the deceased cannot speak, the author inserts poems inscribed on
their tombstones beginning with “I am,” thereby giving voice to their stories and
infusing the text with emotional resonance. Narration intertwines seamlessly with
description, as the author arranges folk tales in a chronological sequence that

preserves textual coherence and sustains the reader’s engagement throughout.
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