Horizons of Islamic Civilization, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 28, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2025, 41-67
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/afg.2025.51870.2192

A cultural textual study of the novel
“The Fame of That Woman Who Inspired Me”
by Fatiha Al-Hadi Rahmoun;

an approach in light of centrality and marginality
Hosein Elyasi Mofrad”

Abstract

One of the most important trends in cultural criticism is the study of the center and the
margin. This trend focuses on the data of texts in depicting the problems of cultural
reality and approaches feminist writings that oppose male centrality. This research
paper relies on the descriptive-analytical approach in its treatment of the novel "The
Fame of That Woman Who Inspired Me." The research concludes that the novel is a
counter-narrative that seeks to undermine male centrality and extricate the feminine
entity from marginality. The novel seeks to dismantle the centrality of masculinity, as
it depicts the possibility of escaping the existing cultural narrowness and reaching
achievement, creativity and the eloquent level for the female when endowed with
authentic awareness, and the novel consecrates it by leaving the initial place and
traveling to the Algerian city of Sharia, where the relationship between the two parties
is based on acceptance and recognition. The counter-narrative text seeks to restore
legitimacy to the female entity in Arab society, as the narrative text calls for rebellion
against the existing cultural systems by depicting Shahrour’s protest against the bad
behaviors issued by his wife, Adel, and his superior view, which made her refuse to
communicate with him, as well as Shahrour’s marriage to her second husband, who

appreciates her and acknowledges her favor, and depicts his life before Shahrour’s
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departure, where the glow of life and dreams Its effectiveness is a rejection and
refutation of the abhorrent cultural trend that views marriage to divorcees as a source
of shame and disgrace for a person. The counter-narrative text also opposes the
physical tendency of men and emphasizes that the feminine entity represents the

spiritual dimension that enables the masculine entity to rise and transcend.

Keywords: Cultural criticism, centralism, inspiration, design, narration, Fatiha Al-

Hadi Rahmon, the narration of the fame of Talaq al-Muratna al-Hamtani.

Introduction

Cultural criticism follows the civilizational and cultural form of human societies and
focuses on studying the cultural problems that create a gap in social relations. In this
cultural state characterized by superiority, inferiority, and dependency, man lives in
a state of oppression, separation, and opposition due to what is imposed by the
oppressive cultural systems that separate men from women. Cultural criticism, as a
human activity, practices a type of reading of texts that aims to reveal the cultural
specificity embodied by the texts. It is considered an attempt or spying on the flaws
of cultural discourse or cultural systems that determine the type of relations between
members. In fact, it practices systematic reading of texts and seeks to reveal the
cultural specificity that the texts depict. Instead of focusing on the aesthetic and
rhetorical orientation, such as academic criticism, which sees its mission in studying

the aesthetic orientation of texts.

Materials & Methods

In cultural criticism, there is a well-known trend called the center-periphery
approach, which represents the pivotal topic in many contemporary cultural
approaches. Cultural criticism has played a significant role in addressing the
marginalized and the absent. By focusing on the center-periphery dichotomy in
culturally oriented texts, it seeks to understand the relationship that governs human
relations under the name of center-periphery, or the dual, pivotal, and dual-vision
dichotomy governed by necessitative relationships. Cultural approaches focus on the
marginalized while evoking its central cause. It examines texts in their focus on the
center-periphery dichotomy to understand the causes and accumulations, with the
aim of exposing the cultural condition that produces the center-periphery dichotomy.

The Arabic novel has become a field for contemporary cultural approaches, because
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it is the human art most closely connected to the Arab cultural reality, which has
become the major reference for literary texts, especially Arabic novels, in which
attention has been focused on highlighting the cultural specificity of Arab societies
and the negative state prevailing in them, where the center and the margin have
become the established origin in the Arab cultural structure. These novels, which
can be considered among the unique feminist efforts in narrating the negative
cultural state in its focus on the center and the margin, are the novel “The Fame of
That Woman Who Inspired Me” by the Algerian writer Fatiha Al-Hadi Rahmoun,
and it is considered a feminist achievement that focuses on the problem of culture in
our Arab society and seeks to be among the literary efforts that She aspired to be
part of the human contribution to bridging the cultural gap and eliminating the
absence in human relations. She called for building a new cultural and civilized
world in which centralism is challenged and every marginalized person rises to the
position he deserves. This research paper seeks to adopt the descriptive-analytical
approach to address this novel. What drives the researcher to explore its depths is
that the novel is recently published and has not been subjected to critical practice.
This study is considered a first attempt to uncover and clarify the visionary and

ideological orientation of this novel.

Discussion & Result

The narrative text, in its opposition to the Arab cultural space and its rejection of the
centrality of men and the marginality of women in Arab societies, in its narrative
path and the dominance of the autobiographical over it, depends on the man’s
recognition as a narrative mechanism whose presence overwhelms other narrative
elements and makes it a means of opposition to the existing discourse and the man’s
recognition and rejection of the Arab environment that sees communication with
women and showing feelings towards them as weakness or a deficiency in manhood,
opposition and reaction to the false idea that represents a form of influence by the
backward fundamentalist thought in the present Arab culture. This recognition is a
victory for the oppressed Algerian woman who suffers from inferiority and
marginalization. What we infer from the recognition of the man who was educated
in European culture that sees balance and regularity in the relationship between men
and women is that In her narrative, the writer emphasizes the role of intellectuals in

raising awareness and enlightenment to confront cultural systems that do not value
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the feminine entity, give centrality to men, strip the feminine entity of rationality,
see it as a material reality, and oppress it through the taboo taboos it has established

and the recourse to the deviant religious texts we are talking about.

Conclusion

The writer narrates the Algerian city of Tebessa and depicts its cultural diversity, as
she points out the state of cultural alienation there and the fascination with the
Western, in contrast to the lack of inclusion of the Arab person, which forms an
image of the negativity of cultural reality. The character of Al-Adel and his
relationship with Shahra represent the state of oppressive masculinity of the man and
the state of marginalization of the woman represented by Shahra and his confessions
to her second husband about the absence of the effectiveness of the place and its
suffering as a result of Shahra's death, affirming the effectiveness of the feminine
entity to lift it from marginality and destabilize the centrality of the man. The
creative writer also embodies the paradox between the two places in raising the issue
of centrality and marginality and the counter-text's attempt to undermine it. The first
setting is characterized by injustice, masculinity, and the marginalization of women.
The second setting is characterized by the relationship between men and women,
respect, and acceptance in the city of Sharia. The consecration of this type of
relationship and the recognition of the effectiveness of the feminine entity in Sharia
is a textual attempt to confront the centrality of men and the marginalization of
women. In this novel, the writer seeks to undermine male centrality and confront the
cultural orientation that views the female body as forbidden, forbidden to approach
or interact with. In refuting this belief, the narrator attributes the spiritual dimension
to the feminine entity through the tongue of Shohrat's second husband, making it
synonymous with creativity, light, and life. The writer also highlights the paradox
between the culture of the educated individual and his rejection of the cultural
system that rejects the existence of women. She makes the spatial element the

fundamental element in presenting the issue of center and margin.
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