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Abstract

Time is one of the important and pivotal elements in the narrative structure of the novel,
and within its framework all narrative works take place. Gérard Genette, the greatest
narrative theorist of time, has produced the most comprehensive research on this topic.
He analyzes time in narratives through three components: "order, duration, and
frequency." As for the element of duration, the speed of the narrative is examined
through two manifestations: positive acceleration and negative acceleration. Positive
acceleration includes the techniques of summary and ellipsis, while negative
acceleration includes descriptive pause and dialogue techniques. The present study,
using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to examine the narrative time duration in
the story of Mary and to explain how the techniques of ellipsis, summary, descriptive
pause, and dialogue are applied in this story. The research findings indicate that the
dialogue technique occupies a significant portion of this story, contributing to the
negative acceleration of narrative time and playing a prominent role in revealing Mary’s
psychological dimensions. The techniques of summary and ellipsis also play a
considerable role in positive acceleration, leading to conciseness of words with depth of

meaning. The pause technique is very little present in this story.

Keywords: Narrative, Time, Duration, Holy Quran, Mary.

« Assistant Professor, Department of Ararbic Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author), r.baghbani@cfu.ac.ir

« Assistant Professor, Department of Ararbic Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran,
n.nasihat@cfu.ac.ir

Date received: 15/09/2024, Date of acceptance: 21/12/2024



Abstract 50

Introduction

The Qur’anic stories occupy a large space in the surahs of the Holy Quran, and are the
most effective means of influencing souls and the most appealing means for the
audience. What draws attention in the Qur’anic stories is the harmonious and well-
coordinated use of narrative elements and components in line with the structure of the
story, which helps achieve the intended goals and purposes. The story structure includes
various elements such as characters, events, time, place, and dialogue. Temporal
techniques are among the most important and prominent of these elements, due to their
role in achieving the purposes of the story. Given the importance of the temporal
structure in building the story, the present study focuses on the technique of permanence

in the Qur’anic stories.

Materials & methods

In this study, we attempt to examine the technique of permanence which relates to
measuring the speed of time in the narrative text, and manifests in two basic aspects of
temporal movement: accelerating the narrative, which is represented by “summary and
ellipsis,” and slowing down the narrative, which is represented by “the dialogue scene
and the descriptive pause.” After the theoretical part, we will address the applied part of
the study, where we will work to examine and analyze the technique of permanence in
the story of Mary in the Holy Qur’an. The goal is to uncover how the Holy Qur’an
employs permanence technique in the story of Mary and to reveal the extent and impact
of its use on the narrative structure. As for the method, the research method is

descriptive-analytical.

Discussion & Result

Time plays a key and prominent role in narratives and it is one of the most prominent
elements upon which the narrative structure is based in the Holy Qur’an. This element
holds a special position in the Quranic studies and influences the rhythm and tone of the
text. The Quranic discourse, through artistic use of the technique of permanence — both
in slowing down and accelerating the narrative — operates uniquely, and these precise

technical aspects align fully with the goals of each surah.

Conclusion

The main findings of this study are as follows:
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Scene is the most permanent technique present in the story of Mary, and the
dialogue scenes play a fundamental role in the structure of the story to the extent that
they can be considered the primary element in the story. After dialogue, ellipsis and
summary are the most present elements. Among the techniques that accelerate the
narrative, ellipsis is the most frequently used technique. Descriptive pause is very rare
in this story, and the omniscient narrator uses it only once.

The two elements of ellipsis and summary are applied in the story of Mary based on
the structure of the story and the goals of the omniscient narrator. These two elements
help skip unnecessary and non-central time periods, accelerating the narrative and
contributing to verbal conciseness of words along with depth of meaning, ultimately
achieving narrative brevity and eloquence. The omniscient narrator artistically omits
certain parts of the story so that the reader can follow the story passionately without
becoming fatigued.

Scene is extensively used in the story of Mary. The dialogue scenes occupy a
prominent place in this story, aligning with the overall size of the narrative without
causing disruption or fragmentation in the narrative structure. The speed of narration in
dialogue scenes is the same as the speed of events. The dialogue used narratively in this
story contribute to the development of events and play a prominent role in revealing the
psychological dimensions of Mary, as it is one of the basic means by which the

characters are depicted.
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