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Abstract

Multilingualism is a natural, human and historical phenomenon, because human being is in
need of the mutual understanding obtained through language. This study investigates the
concept of multilingualism and its impact on writing styles. It examines the extent to which
Allameh Tabataba’i has been influenced by multilingualism in his writing of Tafsir al-
Mizan, as well as the extent of the influence on readers of this commentary. The concept of
“multilingualism” is different from “diglossia” and “bilingualism”. Diglossia refers the
interference of more than one dialect in a language, while bilingualism is the interference of
two languages. Any individual is inherently capable of acquiring language during his/her
childhood. Since Allameh Tabataba’i did not learn Arabic language at an early age, he
could not have possessed such inherent ability by the time he learnt this language. Hence,
he faced linguistic challenges in the writing of al-Mizan. Those challenges are evident at
three levels: morphological, syntactic/stylistic, and lexical. To put it differently, the Arabic
text of al-Mizan has been influenced by Persian and Turkish languages in these three
levels. The textual analysis found that these challenges lead to complexities at the linguistic
level and the presence of complexities sometime make the reader confused in
understanding of the meaning. Moreover, the reader may understands the sentences in a
way that was not intended by the author. Adopting an analytical-descriptive method, the
authors examine the issue of multilingualism, the mentality of the author of al-Mizan, and
the reasons for linguistic challenges. Therefore, this research does not address the
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challenges faced by an Arabic speaker in such an endeavor; however, it merely addresses
the influence of the first/ mother language on the second language.
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Persian Language, Turkish Language.
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