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Literature in Iran
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Abstract

Muhammad Ali Jamalzadeh has a distinguished place in contemporary Iranian literature.
His outstanding role in the revival of Persian literature puts his name at the top of the list of
modern writers of contemporary Iranian literature. He began the short story genre in Iran
by combining the literary heritage left in the old Persian anecdotes and the modern western
techniques. The “Yeki Bud, Yeki Nabud” (Once upon a Time) collection by Jamalzadeh is
known as the first collection of Iranian short stories in which old anecdotes are presented
with modern techniques. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and relying on modern
historiography or cultural criticism, the present article examines the aesthetic elements of
the “Yeki Bud, Yeki Nabud” collection based on the historical and literary developments of
the early twentieth century.
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