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Abstract

The concepts of “self” and “other” are among the most important subjects that Arabic
novels in general, and Iraqi novels in particular, have dealt with. These two concepts are
clearly manifested and tangible in writings of many Iraqi novelists. Some novelists have
focused on the meanness, thoughtlessness and miserliness of the American other and what
have been imposed through humiliation and oppression on the Arab self, and others have
concentrated on the Ba’athist other who destroyed the Iraqi nation. To better know these
two different policies, one must use the method of imagology to understand “self” and
“other”; because “self” and “other” are two main pillars in the discussion of imagology.
Sinan Antoon uses both Ba’athist and American “others” in his writings. In his novel called
Wahdaha Shajarat al-Rumman, he depicts the suffering of the Iraqi people during the
domination of the Ba’athist party until the occupation of the American “other”.
Investigating Antoon’s works revealed the imagology as a vast field for studying and
clarifying the conflict between “self” and “other”. This is evident in Antoon’s novels, since
the author puts the “other” in its different types against the “self” and reveals it. The results
show that the “self” appears to the novelist as the Shiite self and the Iraqi self; this
manifests itself in the novel in a tangible and deliberate way. On the other hand, the “other”
is portrayed as the Iranian, the Ba’athist, the American, or the terrorist others.
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