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Abstract

Coherence is a semantic concept and deals with semantic relations. Relations exist between
the elements of a text and are the basis of the unity, coherence and integrity of the
discourse. Coherence warrants the relationship between the sentences in a text. In this
study, due to the high importance of Nahj al-Balagha sermons, a text-based descriptive-
analytical method was applied to examine the structural grammatical coherence including
reference and omission, non-structural grammatical coherence such as pronouns, ellipsis,
lexical coherence through word repetition, homonymy and synonymy of words, and
semantic coherence of sentences in the jihad sermon, which all play a role in the
relationship between the sentences and the parts of speech. The results indicated that the
jihad sermon is a very coherent and integrated text; however, a number of elements and
techniques play a more significant role in creating coherence. Also, the elements of
coherence increase the semantic depth, impact and attractiveness of the text and help to
convince the audience. In the jihad sermon, the relationship between the presuppositional
and postsuppositional elements has been established through grammatical links. A
grammatical network has been created in the conceptual relations of coherence in the text
of the sermon.
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